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         Editorial

Women’s religious studies and theology are part of women’s history and must be recognised as integral to the big picture.  There has been a tendency, however, for secular women scholars to ignore this type of research, as has been evident in the Women’s Studies and Feminist Conferences held in the decades following the advent of the second-wave women’s movement in the 1970s.  

   This anti-religious stance in the wider secular feminist scholarly world was challenged in Australia at the Australian and International Feminisms Conference held at Women’s College within the University of Sydney in December, 2004. A selection of papers from this Conference has been published in a special edition of the journal Social Alternatives sponsored by the Universities of Queensland and the Sunshine Coast.  This special edition titled ‘Australian and International Feminisms 1975 – 2005, where we’ve been and where we’re going’  was launched recently at NSW Parliament House.

    The challenge to secular feminism came from Dr Elaine Lindsey in her paper ‘Sexing the Spiritual’.  To the credit of the guest editors of  Social Alternatives her paper was selected for publication  from the over a hundred papers presented at the conference.  Indeed in their editorial they explained that in their selection of papers they endeavoured  to choose papers which ‘represent  the diversity of issues raised at the A & IF 2004 Conference’ and that ‘this process … gave particular attention to the concerns of constituencies of women who have felt under-represented – and have often perceived themselves a having been silenced – by Feminism forums in the past.’   And they assessed: ‘Elaine Lindsay gives a wise and measured critique of the consequences for women and society overall – vis a vis western society’s dominant legal, judicial, social and cultural institutions -  of the outright rejection of things religious by secular feminists of the second wave women’s movement.’   This effort to promote dialogue between religious and secular feminists is to be commended.
    It is also not possible to do adequate historical research in the area of contemporary women’s history without appreciating developments in feminist theology.  Generously, in this issue of our Newsletter, Dr Anne Elvey has shared her scholarship with us in the area of ecofeminist theology, relating it to other feminist theologies and providing a helpful selected reading list.   Since central to the Golding Centre’s mandate is the recovery of women’s history and connecting it with the present, it is interesting to perceive in the work of Virginia Woolf and Edith Stein the germs of ecofeminism.

    Virginia Woolf observed: ‘I … see a relationship between the causes of war and the fear and anger that exists between the sexes… First, because such fear and anger prevent real freedom in a private house; second because such fear and anger may prevent real freedom in the public world: they may have a positive share in causing was.’  Edith Stein connected the one-sided development of man, the male, with the devastation of the earth: ‘Instead of  reverential joy in the created world, instead of a desire to preserve and develop it, man seeks to exploit it greedily to the point of destruction or to senseless acquisition without understanding how to profit from it or how to enjoy it.’

    Mary Sheather, whose main interest is Early Church History, is associated with the ACU Centre for Early Christian Studies and introduces us in this newsletter to Gorgonia, a contemporary of St Macrina and one of the significant  lesser known married women of the early Cappadocian  Church.   We are delighted to reach across the centuries to make contact with Gorgonia and look forward to getting to know her better.

        University of Pennsylvania Visit to ACU
In January this year, ACU and the Golding Centre hosted University of Pennsylvania young women students in Australia for an external learning program. Two visits were made to the Melbourne Campus. The first, a morning tea hosted by Prof. Gabrielle MacMullen, brought together these young women with older women to discuss spirituality and women’s role in society and the churches.
     Lively conversation ensued as well as the girls enjoying their introduction to lamingtons and Devonshire tea. The gracious women who gave their time to attend included Dr. Coralie Ling, theologian, Ms. Gwen Benjamin, social activist and lay theologian, Ms. Jean Walsh, Communications Specialist, Ms. Catherine Bearsley, civil celebrant, Ms. Val Flynn, retired teacher and social justice advocate, Ms. Liz Ryan from ACU’s Melbourne Research Office and Dr. Terry Rush, GP. Dr Kim Power of the Golding Centre facilitated.

    The second visit was for Kim Power’s formal presentation on Representations of Women in society and the churches. As many of the students were in Nursing, or the sciences, this field was very new to them. It was also something of a challenge to their self-perceptions, where ideals were predicated on beauty and desirability. All in all, a thought provoking engagement for both sides of the generation gap. 

Kim Power

ACU Melbourne 
            Reports on Conferences

ICHS , Sydney   3-9 July  2005 
Australia had the honour of hosting the  International Congress of Historical Sciences courtesy of  the University of  NSW (UNSW) and the Australian Historical Society.  This Congress was founded in Europe  following the First World War as an effort by historians to encourage peace through facilitating scholarly discourse, particularly between the French and Germans.  It has waxed and waned over the years and presently is strong in the western world, especially as many associations have become affiliated with it e.g. the International Federation for Research in Women’s History and the Religious History Society.  Almost two thousand people gathered for the Congress at UNSW.  The choices available were overwhelming but it was a unique occurrence for all present to have the opportunity to listen to top scholars in their particular field.

      The central Congress consisted of  the following: 

* 3 major themes: Humankind and Nature in History; Myth and History; War, Peace, Society and International Order in History  (full day presentations)

* 26 specialisd themes (half day presentations) e.g. Collision of Cultures and Identities: Settlers and Indigenous Peoples; Religion and the Public Sphere.

* 20 Round Tables (half day presentations) e.g. Children and War; Historians and Their Audiences.

   From ACU A/Professor Shurlee Swain and Dr Sophie McGrath presented papers.  Shurlee’s paper  ‘Maids and Mothers: domestic servants and ex-nuptiality in 19th century’ was presented in the Commission for Historical Demography section and Sophie’s paper ‘The adaptation of the Roman Catholic tradition to white Australian culture: the Australasian Catholic Congresses’ was presented in the specialized ‘Christianisation: Adaptation and Appropriation from Antiquity to the 21st Century’.
Conference of the Religious History Society, 6-7 July 
The Conference of the Religious History Society, had a number of interesting sessions, most especially one called ‘Religion and Memory’ honouring recently deceased historians Patrick O’Farrell and Tony Cahill.  In this session papers were presented by:  Professor John Gascoigne on ‘Australia’s Origins: the legacy of the Enlightenment, Catholicism and Protestantism reconsidered’; Ed Campion on ‘An Expanded Memory’; and Professor Bruce Mansfield on ‘Sydney History and Religion: a Memoir.’
   The ‘Religion and Memory’ theme was again highlighted as part of the conference of  Congress affiliated group, the International  Commission for Comparative Ecclesiastical History, in a session in which two of the participants were Golding Centre Friends  Professor Katharine Massam (Melbourne College of Divinity): ‘Telling the Stories by Heart: Engagement and the History of Religion’ based on her research on the Bendictine New Norsia children’s homes; and Dr Anne O’Brien (UNSW) ‘Remembering the Convent’ which drew upon her research for her recently published book God’s Willing Workers.
IFWH, Sydney  8-9 July  2005

This conference of  the International Federation for Research in Women’s History  had as its theme ‘Women’s History Revisited: Historiographical Reflections on Women and Gender in a Global Context.’   Papers presented addressed ancient, modern and national histories.  These sections were truly international with papers presenters coming from Finland, Japan and Spain as well as UK, USA and Australia.

    A section on Re-Writing the history of Central and Eastern European Feminisms was presented by historians from Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia and Lebanon.   A mature reflection on the feminisms of the past identified certain biases and reassessed such feminist classical figures as Mary Wollstonecraft.

   The section on Feminism and Feminist Theory contained a number of challenging papers including that of Raisa Maria Tovio (Finland) on ‘Women at Stake: Interpretations of women’s Role in Witchcraft and Witch-Hunts since the early 20th century to the present.’   The exaggeration and biased treatment of the complex subject of the witch-hunts by some feminist historians in the past to promote their own agenda was pointed out on the basis of recent research in this area.

    Papers were also presented on Labour History, histories of the Women’s Movement, as well as reflections on the vexed issues of  Power and Gender, and Citizenship and Modernity.  A very timely paper was that of Jawed Syed (Australia/Pakistan) on ‘A Historical Perspective on the Islamic concept of Modesty and Its Implications for Pakistani Women at Work.’   Since these papers were on the last day, of what for many had been a very strenuous week, they did not get the attention that they deserved.

Conference of the Australian Nursing and Midwifery History Group, Melbourne University,  25-27 August 2005

The theme of this conference was ‘Beyond Professionalisation: Towards a History of Practice’.  This international conference was declared a great success by the organizers.  Over sixty  individual papers were presented in concurrent sessions. There were two plenary sessions: the first was given by Professor Anne-Marie Rafferty, Dean, The Florence Nightingale School of Nursing and Midwifery, King’s College, London, the second by Dr Janet McCalman, Melbourne historian.  

    The papers ranged across such areas as: The Care and Healing of the Sick in a 14th Century Hospital in Siena, Italy; Florence Nightingale’s Opposition to State Registration of Nurses;  Nursing during the Third Reich; Care provided for women with gynaecological problems between the 1930s -1960s in England; Breath, Depth and Breath: creating a knowledge base for Tuberculosis; Fevers, sickening nurses and the anatomy of blame: Learning to manage fever nursing safely in New Zealand urban hospitals and backblocks tents, 1900 – 1920; Nursing education transition into the tertiary sector – Senior Nurses experience; Education for Subjugation: Nursing texts 1900-1970; The story of midwifery in Iran;  Plugging up gaps: Domiciliary nursing in Central Queensland 1960s -1990; Nursing and technology on postage stamps! 

    Since the two key organizers of this conference Judith Godden (Sydney University) and Sioban Nelson (Melbourne University) will be assuming new demanding positions next year it is hoped that the promotion of the history of nursing and midwifery does not decline.

       ACHS Conference, 3  September  2005
This Conference mounted by the Australian Catholic Historical Society (ACHS) has been voted a great success.  After several one day conferences in the 1980s with the last in 1990, the Society held a one day conference in September with the theme ‘The Catholic Impact on Australia’.  It generated high quality papers requiring both two and three stream sessions.  A number of  presenters came from inter-State and the papers ranged over such areas as early aboriginal missions, the Movement and the Vietnam war, Catholicism in the social and cultural landscapes, the religious education of Catholic children in public schools, sectarianism, and social welfare.  

   The keynote address was given by Professor Bruce Mansfield and focused on Catholic historiography.  A concluding panel session on ‘Australian Catholic History – Developing or Declining?’ was led by Dr Tom Boland, Professor Katharine Massam and Fr Terry Southerwood.

           Ecofeminist theologies

The term ‘ecofeminisme’ was coined in 1974 by French feminist Françoise d’Eaubonne to express the interconnectedness between the oppression of women and ecological destruction. Ecofeminist theorists and activists offer two typical approaches to the way in which the matter of Earth—of air, water, soil and forests—and the matter of women’s lives are intertwined. Cultural or spiritual ecofeminisms celebrate an affinity between women and nature, for example, in Goddess spiritualities. Social and socialist ecofeminisms focus on the interconnected oppressions of women and nature. Cultural/spiritual ecofeminism has been criticised for perpetuating a patriarchal identification of women and nature, which has devalued both. However, the aim of this strand of ecofeminism is not to devalue but to uphold and celebrate. Social and socialist ecofeminisms identify, and seek to intervene in or suggest alternatives to, the workings of the systems of Western domination, that oppress both women and nature. Important to both strands of ecofeminism is a focus on embodiment and embeddedness within the Earth community. Also important is a respect for the differences that make up the entire Earth community. Humans are continuous with and different from Earth others.

    In general, ecofeminists recognise the historical oppression of women that has occurred through identifying women with bodies and nature. The implications of this historical connection include: control of women through control of their bodies; limitations on women’s roles; women carry the ‘body’ work for men; women and subordinated others do the work of mediation of nature (cooking, cleaning, etc) for elite others; elite men and some women thus ‘escape’ the reality of their embeddedness in Earth, and their dependence on the Earth community (both human and other-than-human) for their sustenance. Frequently, a denial of death accompanies this alienation from the body. Rosemary Radford Ruether reminds us that in death our bodies become compost for other life. Ruether also notes the interrelationships between militarism, patriarchal abuse of women, and ecological destruction. Further, a nuanced ecofeminism describes the interrelationships between oppressions that occur on the basis of class, race, ethnicity and so on, and acknowledges that for many poor women in particular, environmental activism and Earth healing are matters of daily survival. Vandana Shiva observes that for poor rural women in the majority world their everyday lives are directly linked with the natural world. As Mary Mellor writes, for such women “all struggle is ecological struggle.” 

    Within this broad context, ecofeminist and related theologies not only offer a critique of mainstream Christian theologies, symbols and practices, but seek to revision such theologies in the light of ecological and feminist principles. Rosemary Radford Ruether writes of a process of Earth healing that requires a metanoia, a change of heart and consciousness. Such a change of consciousness is suggested by a focus on matter, bodies and relationships not only as sites of divine activity, but also as agents in their own right. Elizabeth Johnson highlights a panentheist concept of God who simultaneously dwells within and embraces all things.
     In the context of the interconnectedness of all Earth life, Ivone Gebara focuses on “relatedness as a language and experience of the divine”. Offering a holistic theological narrative of evolution, Anne Primavesi considers God as “neither separate from nor confused with” nature, which has the character of a gift that is both self-giving and divinely given. Catherine Keller focuses on the deep matter underlying creation. In each case the concern is with doing theology that makes possible a change of culture. This is both a change of understanding that we subsist within a wider Earth community and a change of practice vis a vis our responsibility toward and care for that community, both human and more-than-human. Such ecofeminist theologies seek not only to describe such an ideal cultural transformation, but to enable such transformation to come about, so that there is a positive outcome, in particular for those most at risk in the current ecological crisis: women of the two thirds world; Pacific Island nations; endangered species; old growth forests; and future generations.

Further reading:

Gebara, I. (1999), Longing for Running Water: Ecofeminism and Liberation, Fortress, Minneapolis.

Johnson, E. A. (1993), Women, Earth and Creator Spirit, Paulist, New York/Mahwah.

Keller, C. (2003), The Face of the Deep: A Theology of Becoming, Routledge, London and New York.

Mellor, M. (1997), Feminism and Ecology, Polity Press, Cambridge.

Plumwood, V. (1993), Feminism and the Mastery of Nature, Routledge, London and New York.

--- (2002), Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason, Routledge, London and New York.

Primavesi, A. (2000), Sacred Gaia: Holistic Theology and Earth System Science, Routledge, London and New York.

Ruether, R. R. (1992), Gaia and God: An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing, HarperCollins, San Francisco.
Shiva, V. (1988), Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and Development, Zed Books, London; Kali for Women, New Dehli.

Anne Elvey

Monash and ACU Melbourne

               In Praise of Gorgonia

Despite leaving no writings of her own, St Macrina, the fourth century ‘female Cappadocian’, is well-known in patristic studies and the object of a Life by her brother, Gregory of Nyssa. However, her lesser–known contemporary Gorgonia is also worth more than a cursory glance, as the object of a eulogy by her brother, Gregory  of Nazianzus. He was the friend and colleague of Basil, who was bishop of Caesarea and brother of Macrina and Gregory of Nyssa. There was thus a close connection between the two families. Gorgonia, however, was married and a mother, and so the model of Christian womanhood she displayed could be assumed to be different from Macrina’s.

    What her brother recorded in her praise after her death does not tell us much of her role as wife and mother, although he indicates that the praise of the good housewife in Proverbs ch 31 could be appropriately attributed to her. Gorgonia’s asceticism, extreme modesty, simplicity of dress and deep seriousness, as recorded by her brother, give the impression that her life conformed, as much as possible, to the ascetic ideal. Gregory suggests that it is harder to reach the heights of Christian excellence in the married state, but that Gorgonia united the sublimity of the single state with the security of the married condition.

    It is in a way encouraging to note that women could be accepted as spiritual athletes whatever their situation in life. At the same time the tone of this eulogy suggests that family life had no qualities of particular relevance to the sincere Christian. In an era when most women were expected to marry, there was little in the eulogy that spoke to the average woman with domestic responsibilities. Gorgonia’s charity and openhandedness, which are noted and praised, would however provide an example for upper-class Christian women to follow.

   While the contemporary reader is likely to experience a certain ambivalence, since it is hard to tell whether praise of Gorgonia has the effect of raising the standing of women as a sex or separating her from the bulk of her Christian sisters, this eulogy, like the Life of Macrina, shows that women in this era could be regarded by male relatives as spiritual equals whose words and deeds deserved recollection and could inspire others.

Mary Sheather

ACU, Canberra

                Letter from London
There is much news from London.  Our chief correspondent Carmen Mangion, Birkbeck College, University of London and co-founder of the History of Women Religious (HWR) group in Britain, successfully defended her doctoral thesis this year, surviving the viva with her examiners.  Her thesis topic was ‘Contested Indentities: Active Women Religious in 19th Century England and Wales’.  Drawing on the archives of ten active, simple-vowed congregations, this thesis examines how the identity of women religious shifted in the 19th century using the lens of gender, ethnicity and class and the tools of  prosopography  and textual analysis.  One of Carmen’s examiners was the well-known author in the field of the history of women religious, Maria Luddy.  Both examiners strongly recommended publication of the thesis.
    Carmen has delegated the reporting on the 2005 Conference on the History of Women Religious   to Moira Egan, City University of New York, which illustrates well the international nature of the British HWR network.

    Firstly, though, we must hear from Australian Dr Catherine Thom rsj who attended the HWR Conference in Cambridge at the Margaret Beaufort Institute of Theology  in September 2004 and was impressed particularly by the following papers: ‘After the Founders’ Death: Reassessing the founding process – case study based on the Holy Faith congregation, dioceses of Dublin and Ossory, 1870- 1920’; ‘Requiescat in Pace: Obituaries of nuns as a source of  18th century monastic history’, (the presenter commented on the frankness and honesty of some of the obituaries); ‘Poverty, Pimps and Publications: women and pastoral care in South East London 1880-1900.’(This included Anglican as well as Roman Catholic Sisters and both were said to be trying to distinguish between ‘the deserving’ and ‘undeserving poor’);  ‘Poverty, Property  and Education: Irish Nuns and Female Monastic Tradition in Spain 1563-1670.’ ( Wills and other legal sources reveal that a considerable amount of wealth was generated and invested by Irish nuns.  This apparent contradictory experience continued throughout the seventeenth century placing Irish nuns in a position of power in a country to which they had migrated for political and religious reasons.)

   Catherine’s own contribution at this conference was entitled: ‘Heroines in a Harsh Landscape: Irish Religious Women in NSW’, based on the stories of a number of  Irish women religious in Australia.  It emerged that the ‘tyranny of distance’ was the most important factor in the pain these women suffered.    
     Moira reports that the 2005 conference on the History of Women Religious in Britain and Ireland met at Cambridge University's Margaret Beaufort Institute for its fourth annual meeting on September 16 and 17.  Sixty-five scholars and archivists attended this year’s conference coming from all parts of the world: Ghana, Australia, North America, Europe and of course Britain and Ireland. 
     Presentations included two keynote addresses, one by Barbara Mann Wall of Purdue University on the uses of textual analysis and the other by Ann Matthews of the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, on the history of the work of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart with unwed mothers and their babies.  The rest of the papers spanned a wide range of eras and disciplines covering the period of the Middle Ages through to the twentieth century and treating women religious of the Catholic, Anglican, and Church of Scotland traditions through historical, literary, or sociological frameworks.  Throughout the conference, the presenters and audience integrated the analysis of particular case studies with discussions of different methodologies useful for the study of women religious.  


In the panel on material culture, presentations focused on the ways we can glimpse the daily lives of nuns by studying items central to their lives and worship, including the convents in which they lived and the books of hours with which they prayed.  Through marginal notes, added prayers, or even recipes for remedies for various illnesses, medieval books of hours reveal much about the world in which the sisters who used them lived.  They illustrate the convent’s experience of drought, political turmoil, and relationship with Church authorities.  Similarly, studying the location and floor plan of early London convents allows us to understand something of the practical details of establishing a new religious community with its need for adequate drainage and source of clean water, as well as the benefits of being near a major thoroughfare likely to be used by pilgrims.  Convent fixtures such as coverings for floors, walls, and beds met both the needs for warmth and privacy, but through their embroidery, became aids to prayer.  

Several presentations explored the question of nuns’ authorial voice. Analyzing letters, biographies of  founders, nuns’ literary works and accounts of life on the missions is another way of understanding the flesh and blood women behind the images of submissive nuns.  Sisters’ writings reveal the complexities in their relationships with bishops, as well as their ability to carve out a space to do their work as they saw fit despite official Church prescriptions.  Sisters on the periphery, away from Rome or diocesan authorities, delivered babies, and performed manual labor such as chopping wood despite official prescriptions against these.  The session on oral history explored both methodological questions such as the uses of various technologies, preservation of the oral histories and the kinds of questions likely to elicit useful responses, as well as illustrating the ways that oral history reveals the daily lives of Sisters inaccessible in other sources.  


At its general meeting, the group discussed both this year’s conference as a whole, but also brainstormed about important issues in the study of women religious.  One crucial issue is access to archives, and the group discussed how researchers and archivists can work together to insure that the stories of various communities are accurately told.  In addition, participants suggested important themes for next year’s conference including a study of hidden voices, the further exploration of nuns as missionaries, and the ongoing discussions of the importance of including nuns more fully in the field of women’s history.  Next year’s conference will be held at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth in Dublin, Ireland on 15-6 September 2006.

        Forthcoming Conferences 

     Empires of Religion, Dublin, 20-21 June 2006

This conference is being sponsored by the University College Dublin Centre for Australian Studies, School of History, Humanities Institute of Ireland, and the Micheal O Clerigh Institute.

Theme: 

Religion has traditionally accompanied the expansion, and the overthrow , of empires but it is sometimes argued that religion was of little consequence to the British Empire.  Yet, absent-mindedly perhaps, British religious cultures were seeded around the globe in the course of empire so that they endure as some of its most abiding artefacts, particularly in its settler societies of Australia,Canada, New Zealand and South Africa.

    Attempts to establish Anglicanism as the faith of the empire and missionary efforts to propagate Christianity among native people are only part of this complex religious story.  From the Catholic metropole of Dublin, Irish Catholicism expanded prodigiously.  English and Welsh nonconformity, Scottish and Irish Presbyterianism, Orthodox Judaism, and even esoteric faiths such as Theosophy and Spiritualism all have significant and little researched, imperial histories.  There are many parallels between patterns of religious development in Britain and in some of the settler colonies.

    This conference calls for papers which consider the many ways in which religion served, thwarted, transformed, mitigated and reinforced the bonds of empire in the colonised world during the 19th and 20th centuries.  The organisers hope to attract speakers who will consider local, colonial and metropolitan religious communities and bring together researchers addressing similar issues in different parts of the imagined British Empire.  

Offers of papers:  To be forwarded by  30  November 2005 to Professor Hilary Carey, Keith Cameron Chair of Australian History, University College of Dublin: tel. +353 1 716 8354; fax. 353 1 716 8602; email: hilary.carey@ucd.ie , or Professor Hugh McLeod, Professor of Church History, University of Birmingham tel: +44 121 41 45665; email: D.H.McLeod@bham.ac.uk

    Religion and Empire, Canberra 3-7 July 2006

The Religious History Society will hold its next biennial conference in 2006 and, as has been the practice since 1998, this will be held in conjunction with the Australian Historical Society which meets at ANU, Canberra, 3-7 July 2006.  

    The theme for the conference will be ‘Religion and Empire’ and the conference is intended to complement the ‘Empires of Religion’ conference being held in Dublin in June 2006.  While both conferences will be concerned with the interaction between religious belief and institutions and the formal and informal structure of empire, the Canberra conference will be giving particular emphasis to the role of missionaries.
    The questions that the conference will consider include the often ambivalent relations between missionaries and the imperial political power with a tradition of missionary critique , which goes back as far at least as Las Casas’s denunciations of the actions of the conquistadors in the Spanish empire.

    The ways in which missionary activity was both promoted and retarded by the actions of imperial authorities will also be a natural point of discussion along with the extent to which missionary activity in areas such as health and education can be seen as part of the state structures of empire.  While the British Empire will be a natural point of focus papers would be welcomed on all aspects of the interrelationship between empires and religion and it is hoped that points of comparison between different empires will emerge.

    Those interested in giving a paper are warmly invited to contact the Society’s president, Professor John Gascoigne, j.gascoigne@unsw.edu.au

Social Welfare History

Those with a special interest in social welfare history, which, as we know only too well is sadly very much women and children’s history, will be interested in the following to be found in the international Journal of Women’s History, Vol.17, No.1, Spring 2005:

An essay by Laura Curran on ‘Social Work’s Revised Maternalism: Mothers, Workers, and Welfare in Early Cold War America, 1946-1963’.

This article through a review of professional publications discusses U.S. social workers’ increasing acceptance of maternal employment in the early cold war years.  American social workers changing response on women’s employment was in response to both liberalising gender relations and the backlash against the Aid to Dependent Children program.

    It is pointed out that the mid-twentieth century was an important, though contested, period for the maternalist philosophy of social workers as they continued to give priority to the importance of motherhood but acknowledged women’s autonomy.

    American social work’s revised maternalism was multifaceted but ‘generally excluded the socio-structural and state building impulses’ of its preceding progressive era.  It also failed to take into account racial and socioeconomic differences among women.

    Laura Curran is assistant professor of social work at Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey.  Dr Curren has written extensively on gender and welfare history.  Her current research concerns ideologies of mothering in the mid-twentieth century.

Review  by Karen Huber of the French publication: Anne Cova,  ‘Serving the Church, the Fatherland, and the Family’: Catholic Women and Motherhood under the Third Republic. Paris, L/Harmattan, 2000.

The reviewer explains that the rise of Social Catholicism in France prompted the formation of a French Catholic women’s movement that, by the end of the Third Republic in 1940 exercised considerable influence on French social welfare policy, particularly as it applied to the protection of motherhood and the family.  Anna Cova traces the development of this movement from 1891, when Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum, to 1939, when the Ligue Feminine d’Action Catholique Francaise was the largest organisation of women in France with more than two million members.  Huber assesses that this book is a useful analysis of a movement that has received limited attention from scholars. 

    Huber is a doctoral candidate at the Ohio State University specialising in twentieth-century French history and women’s history.  Her dissertation is a study of women on trial for abortion and infanticide in France from 1900 to 1940.
(This Newsletter is produced by the Golding Centre Team.  Please send all correspondence to Dr Sophie McGrath, Golding Centre, Australian Catholic University, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield 2135.  Email: s.mcgrath@mary.acu.edu.au) 

Anne Braude, ed., Transforming the Faith of Our Fathers: Women who changed American Religion (Palgrave MacMillan, 2004)

Challenging the myth that religion and feminism are incompatible, female activists and scholars from multiple religious traditions discuss their involvement in the Women’s movement.

Mary L.Mapes, A Public Charity: Religion and Social Welfare in Indianapolis, 1929-2002 (Indiana University, 2004)

One of the first welfare studies to include religious organizations, this book focuses on social welfare in Indianaoplis since the Great Depression.  Mapes explores the role of religious social services within the city’s wider welfare system and analyses the shifting relationship between public and private welfare sectors over the course of the 20th Century. 

Robert Wuthnow, Saving America? Faith-Based Services and the Future of Civil Society (Princeton, 2004) 

In recent years, the role of faith-based organizations in providing social services has spurred a changed debate in American politics.  Noted sociologist Robert Wuthnow has assembled data and evidence to assess the efforts of current social service provider faith-based agencies.    He finds that faith-based organizations help the needy and foster civil society.  At the same time, he argues, that religion is alone is insufficient to save America from the challenges it faces in providing social services to the impoverished.  The State must fact up to its responsibilities.

Carol C. Coburn, “An Overview of the Historiography of Women Religious: A Twenty-Five Year Retrospective, US  Catholic Historian 22, no.1 (Winter 2004: 1-26).

(This Newsletter is produced by the Golding Centre Team.  Please send all correspondence to Dr Sophie McGrath, Golding Centre, Australian Catholic University, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield 2135.  Email: s.mcgrath@mary.acu.edu.au) 
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