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Editorial

As some of our friends are already aware, the ACU WHTS Research Project, after a founding period of almost three years, has been upgraded to Centre status.  It is now known as the Golding Centre for Women’s History, Theology and Spirituality and is located within the ACU Institute for the Advancement of Research.  It is an interdisciplinary centre with potential outreach to the various disciplines within the University Faculties.   The members of the former Central Project Team (CPT), Drs Sophie McGrath, Rosa MacGinley, and Kim Power now form the Centre Team (CT).

    This development could not have been achieved without the cooperation of many people, both women and men.  The Vice-Chancellor of ACU, Professor Peter Sheehan, had a keen interest in the Bishops’ Research Project on the Participation of Women in the Australian Catholic Church since the University had contributed significantly to the Project, especially through its personnel.   It was he who invited Dr Sophie McGrath to discuss with him the original proposal for such a Centre as recorded in the final Report, Woman and Man, One in Christ Jesus.  He agreed in principle with the idea referring her on to the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) Professor Wolfgang Grichting, who likewise agreed in principle and guided the Central Project Team in the preparation of a formal submission.

    The Project would not have proceeded beyond the drawing-board without the vision of the religious congregations who agreed to contribute to its funding during the founding period.  Neither could it have proceeded without support from relevant staff within ACU  nor without the encouragement of the network of historians, archivists and fellow travellers which had grown up in connection with the Institute of Religious Studies and subscribed to its History Newsletter edited by Dr Rosa MacGinley.

 Special thanks are due to Professor John Coll who succeeded Professor Grichting as Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research).  It was he who guided the CPT and supported the submission for upgrading to a Centre. 

    All involved rejoice that we have arrived at this stage.  We are now challenged to do the necessary work to develop the Centre so that it is truly a community of scholars which encourages and produces high quality research, which in turn contributes to the development of more truthful histories, theologies and spiritualities, which in turn inform better relationships and policies within the Church and the wider community.  We need also to continue to forge links with other tertiary institutes, and, especially, to prepare to hand on the baton to younger generations.

    The Centre Team were much encouraged by the decision of the women and men Franciscan Leaders of Australia to contribute $10, 000 towards the Golding Centre on the occasion of the 750th anniversary of St Clare’s death.  As Franciscans they are committed “to rebuilding the church” and saw it as “most fitting” that  “a study of women’s history, theology and spirituality” mark this event. By happy coincidence the recent conference of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History opened on 11th August, the feast of St Clare

    The Centre has been named to honour Annie Golding and her sisters Kate (Mrs Dwyer) and Belle.  These were exceptionally vital Catholic women in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, who contributed significantly to the social and political life of Australia.   As will be seen from their profiles presented later in this Newsletter, these women lived out to an extraordinary degree the Gospel imperative of love of neighbour which necessarily involves concern for the common good.

 Conference of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History (IFRWH)

With the theme “Women, Family, Private Life and Sexuality”, this conference was held at Queen’s University, Belfast, 11- 14 August last.  There were over 300 papers presented, arranged in parallel panels under broadly worded topic headings.  Participants, almost all from tertiary institutions, came from a wide spread of European, African, Asian and American (North and South) countries, as well as 20 from Australia and 6 from New Zealand.  Among the Australians were four from Australian Catholic University: Shurlee Swain and Kim Power from St Patrick’s Campus, Melbourne; Sophie McGrath, Mount Saint Mary Campus, Sydney; and Rosa MacGinley, McAuley at Banyo Campus, Brisbane.  Each presented a paper.

    This conference, organised by IFRWH President, Professor Mary O’Dowd, and hosted by Queen’s University Belfast, provided a memorable international experience. Arrangements were fully adequate to the large attendance, with up to ten concomitant sessions running smoothly; accommodation in the Queen’s residential halls was convenient and a sense of sharing and fellowship prevailed.  On the final night, the conference dinner in the Belfast City Hall added a fully enjoyable finishing touch to an undoubtedly successful, and ambitious, gathering.

    Of central importance, however, was the quality of the papers.  Two excellent papers were presented at the opening plenary session: “Who’s Afraid of the Distant Past? The Relevance of the Premodern in a Postmodern World” by Professor Judith Bennet, University of Northern Carolina, USA; and “Women’s History and World History” by Professor Merry Wiesner-Hanks, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, USA.

    This high standard was maintained generally in the parallel sessions. While able to attend only a selection of those given, I was impressed by the in-depth, focussed research on topics ranging over a broad historical spectrum, and the absence of polemic.  Such research forwards our understanding of the human experience of both women and men.

Rosa MacGinley

Oxford Patristics Conference

This conference, which is held every four years, is enormous in scope.  This year it was held on 18 August when Patristic scholars from East and West, specialising in every conceivable aspect of early Christianity, descended upon Oxford. 

    The Opening Address on “Visceral Seeing: the holy body in late antiquity” was given by Professor Patricia Cox Miller. In the course of the Conference notable  plenary addresses were given by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, Professor Philip Rousseau, Professor Pauline Allen and Professor Robin Lane Fox.

    Numerous papers presented were given in streams such as Christian Ideals, Marriage, Cappadocians, Art and Iconography, Pelagianism, Patristic exegetical traditions on specific texts, Mariology, Christian Anthropology, and Asceticism.  Eminent figures had streams on their work and lives e.g. Augustine alone commanded two concurrent streams of papers daily, for the 4 full days of the conference!

    Many scholars I met commented on the number and quality of Australian participants relative to our population.  This explosion of notable Australian scholarship owes a debt to ACU National’s Centre for Early Christian Studies (CECS) and its founding members Pauline Allen, Ray Canning and Charles Hill.

    This year the conference was especially notable for the two occasions of special importance to Australia.  The first is the launch of the Pacific Rim Patristics Society, founded by CECS with scholars from Japan, New Zealand and the Americas.  The Society was launched at a gathering hosted by Professor Pauline Allen.  The first conference of this society will be held in Tokyo in 2004.  The second is the election of Profesor Pauline Allen as President of the International Association for the Study of Patristics, following her tenure as Secretary.

    The Golding Centre appreciates the importance of this early period of Christian history since a knowledge of this period is integral to an understanding of women’s history, theology and spirituality across the ages in Western civilisation.

 Kim Power

The Past and Future of the Science –Religion Dialogue: Celebrating the Work of Ian G.Barbour

This conference was held from 3-5 October in Berkeley, California.  Ian Barbour almost single handedly established religion and science dialogue as an academic discipline.  This dialogue has a gender dimension to it.  The specific sessions at the conference included God and Nature; Physics and Cosmology; Anthropology and the Neurosciences; Ethics Technology and Environment. It was an excellent conference.  

      Since there is not sufficient space to give more detail I refer you to: http://www.ctns.org/barbour/tributes.html 

The Golding Women

Annie Golding

Annie Mackenzie Golding was born at Tambaroora NSW on 25th October 1855, the eldest daughter of Joseph Golding, a goldmine owner and manager from Galway, Ireland and his Scottish wife Ann, nee Fraser.   At the age of nineteen Annie commenced teaching at Sallys Flat Provisional School near Bathurst. 

    Thereafter she slowly acquired training qualifications and experience, first at Catholic schools at Paddington and Waverley and then at the Asylum for Destitute Children, Randwick, and Esk Bank, Lithgow.  In 1886 her family moved to Newcastle where she taught at New Lambton and Cook Hill Public Schools before returning to Sydney where she taught mainly in inner city public schools. By 1900 Annie Golding was mistress in charge of West Leichhardt (Orange Grove) Public School.

      In the 1890s Annie became active in the new Teacher’s Association of NSW.  From 1897 - 1915 she was a member of the Public School Teachers’ Institute and of the Council of NSW Public School Teachers’ Association.  

    With her sisters Kate and Belle she was a member of the Womanhood Suffrage League of NSW from 1893.  Their branch at Newtown, with Annie as secretary, constituted something of a challenge to the League’s Central Secretary, Rose Scott, who endeavoured to keep a tight control on the members’ political activities.   Much to her chagrin, Annie Golding and her associates led a deputation of a large group of women and men to present a woman suffrage petition to the Premier of NSW in 1902.  Tension increased between Rose Scott and Annie and her associates with the result that the Newtown branch was expelled for its defiance of the Central Council.

    Thereafter the Golding sisters and various supporters, including Louisa Lawson (Henry Lawson’s mother), formed the Women’s Progressive Association.   It lobbied for women’s equality before the law, supported University reform advocating the establishment of a School of Domestic Science, and, among other things, responded to Sir (Dr) Charles Mackellar’s request for support for his reform of the child welfare law.  Annie Golding served as a member of the State Child Relief Board from 1911, which led to her developing a strong concern for the welfare of Aboriginal children.   

    Annie often organised or led deputations for equal pay, the removal of the sex barrier in employment and the appointment of women as justices of the peace and police officers.  She kept female education and employment conditions before sections of the Labor Party and Catholic organisations.

   Cardinal Moran invited her to contribute a paper to the 1904 Australasian Catholic Congress.  Entitled “The Evolution of Woman and her Possibilities”, this paper indicates that Annie was well read in the field of women’s history and very much aware of woman suffrage activities throughout the English speaking world.   She also contributed a paper to the 1909 Australasian Catholic Congress on: “The Industrial and Social Condition of Women in the Australian Commonwealth”.  It included a comparative statistical analysis of the wages of men and women in New Zealand and Australia.  This paper was picked up in the 1970s by the women historians Kay Daniels and Mary Murnane and included in a book:  Uphill All the Way – A Documentary History of Women in Australia, published by the University of Queensland Press in 1980.  

    Annie was part of a women’s debating team which debated the women’s suffrage issue and provided entertainment as well as enlightenment in inner Sydney suburbs.  Her recreations were ‘reading, writing, lecturing.’  

    Annie Golding died on 28 December 1934 the day after she had slipped while alighting from a tram.  She was a practising Catholic and was buried in her mother’s grave in the Catholic section of Waverley cemetery, after a requium Mass at St Brendan’s Catholic Church, Annandale. 

(Main Source:  Entry on Annie Golding by Beverley Kingston in Australian Dictionary of Biography, No.9 (1891 – 1939), 41)

Kate Dwyer nee Golding

Catherine Winifred Golding (Kate) was born on 13 June 1861 at Tambaroora, New South Wales, second daughter to Ann (born Fraser) and Joseph Golding. She was educated at Hill End Public School and began teaching in 1880.  After several country appointments she resigned in 1887 after marriage to fellow teacher, Michael Dwyer.  Michael was headmaster at Broken Hill during the 1890s industrial conflict before being transferred in 1894 to Marrickville, Sydney.  The Broken Hill experience heightened Kate’s already well developed awareness of existing social injustices in Australian society.

    Kate’s earliest political activity appears to have been as a member of the Womanhood Suffrage League (WSL).  With Annie and her other sister Belle, she was one of the dissenters who were expelled from the main woman suffrage association on account of their independent conduct, and was a foundation member of the Women’s Progressive Association.

    After the gaining of womanhood suffrage she became the founding president of the Women’s Organising Committee of the Political Labor League in 1904, becoming a member of the State Labor executive in 1905 and a delegate to interstate conferences of 1908 and 1912. It has been acknowledged that her organising ability and the canvassing of the women’s vote by Labor women on a personal basis, contributed importantly to Labor’s electoral victories (State and Federal) in 1910. 

    Kate wrote extensively on political, industrial and women’s questions in the press and was said to be “a fine speaker with a gift of repartee.” 

    The historian Heather Radi commented: “She was not ideologically committed but one of the moderate majority, intent on using the State for educational and health reforms and industrial legislation.”  Kate supported compulsory arbitration which she confidently expected to benefit workers.  To help women share these benefits she tried to form a Women Worker’s Union in 1904, but with little success.

   As a member of the Labour Council between 1911 – 1913, she became part of the Labor-appointed royal commissions into such problems as conditions of employment for women and children, an alleged labour shortage in Sydney, and supplies of food and fish to Sydney.

     Kate was extremely interested in town planning and worker housing, and espoused strongly the appointment of women to public office.  Like some other women activists of the time, she worked tirelessly for the latter with some success in the area of gaol attendants and the police force.    She was also particularly interested in educational reform, especially the development of secondary education.  When nominated to the Senate of the University of Sydney in 1916, where she served until 1924, she supported moves for a degree in domestic science and more generally the University’s expansion into vocationally oriented faculties.  

    Kate Dwyer was one of the organisers of the anti-conscription campaign during the 1914-18 war.  She also applied her organising talents to obtaining a military contract for unemployed needlewomen.  For men she organised a tent housing scheme at Stannumville, known as Canvas Town.

   She retained her position on the Labor Party executive, representing it at the 1921 interstate conference held in Brisbane at which the party adopted “the socialisation objective”.  It is recorded that in “the bitter factional fighting which followed Mrs Dwyer was a loser.”  Alone of the old moderates, she was re-elected to the State executive in 1923 but later lost her position on it.

    Kate is credited with being one of the small group of women who confronted J.T.Lang in 1925 when he had failed to include child endowment and widow’s pensions in his campaign speech, forcing him to do so.  When New South Wales was briefly experimenting with multi-member electorates she stood for Balmain but was not elected.  She was, however, from 1926-27 an employees’ representative on the Industrial Commission, chaired by A.B. Piddington.  She visited over 100 factories, and, as well as generally condemning conditions in them, stressed her abhorrence of piece-work, which she believed was responsible for “much of the sweated labour of women”.

    It is recorded that Kate Dwyer served on many committees including those of the Benevolent Society of NSW, the Royal Hospital for Women, the Renwick Hospital for Infants, Scarba Home for Children, and the King George V and Queen Mary Jubilee Fund for Maternal and Infant Welfare. Heather Radi states: “A devout Catholic, she died in the Sacred Heart Hospice for the Dying on 3 February, 1949.”  She was predeceased by two sons and a daughter and survived by a son and a daughter.

[Main source 200 Australian Women – a redress anthology, Heather Radi (ed), Sydney, Women’s Redress Press Inc. 1988, 78-79]

Belle Golding

Isabella Theresa, the youngest of the Golding sisters, was born on 25 November 1864 at Tambaroora NSW.   Neither Annie nor Belle married.  They shared a house in Annandale close to Kate and Michael Dwyer.   Belle appears to have been less political than Annie.  Although she started life teaching in public schools, she moved on to become a public servant and in May 1900 became the first female inspector under the Early Closing Act of 1899.  In 1 December 1913 she transferred to the inspectorate under the Factories and Shops Act as senior woman inspector.

    Belle’s reports reveal a passion for the health, welfare and just treatment of women in their employment.  It appears that much of Annie’s knowledge and understanding of employment conditions among women rested upon facts and figures collected by Belle.

    Belle retired in 1926 and died in 1940.   Like her sisters she was a practical Catholic.  As yet there are no more details available concerning her life and death.

  (Source: Beverley Kingston, Australian Dictionary of Biography, No. 9, (1891 – 1939), 41.)

The Golding women lived at a time in Australia when sectarianism was rife.  As Catholic women in the public arena they were apparently the target for some unwarranted sectarianism slander.  The newspaper The Catholic Press of December 10, 1903 carried a report of the result of a court-case in which Annie Golding had challenged the well known anti-Catholic Dill Macky.  Under the following photos of Annie and Belle an admiring tribute was paid to the two women which is reprinted below.
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“Here are the portraits of the ladies of the hour.  After a case which occupied many days before Mr Justice Owen, the jury gave a verdict to Miss Annie Golding for 50 pounds with all the costs against The Watchman, the organ of Dill Macky and his followers.  The Misses Goldings, who are Catholic, are widely known as able and influential leaders in the Woman Franchise movement and in social and educational movements.  The Watchman made a vicious sectarian attack upon them, and Miss Annie Golding fought them in open court and obtained a substantial verdict.  This lesson, it is hoped will have a salutary effect.  Mr Gannon and Mr Pickburn appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr Reid, K.C., and Mr Kelynack (instructed by Mr G.H. Turner) for the Watchman.  Miss Golding has received congratulations from people of every creed in all parts of Australia.”

    An in-depth study of this court case from our hundred years perspective is a topic awaiting the attention of a history honours student!  It would contribute to our understanding of significant  relationships especially those between Protestants and Catholics and women and men as well as highlighting implicit and explicit theologies and spiritualities . Let us hope such a student emerges at ACU!

    A grandniece of the Golding women, a grandchild of their brother Joseph, presently living in Britain, came upon the Golding Centre website via the ACU Corporate website following a “Golding” word search.  She was delighted at her find, having always had an interest in “the aunts”.  Her mother had stayed with them when she was in Sydney doing a secretarial course.  She recalled some homely details such as their fondness for cats and the fact that despite their busy lives they had a permanent booking for the movies for Saturday evenings.

Sophie McGrath

ARC Grant for an Australian Women’s Archives Register

As result of the initiative of Professor Patricia Grimshaw of Melbourne University, the Australian Research Council (ARC) has given a one year infrastructure grant of $200, 000 to the University of Melbourne, supported by a consortium of universities and three industry partners, to set in place an Australian Women’s Archives Register.  

    Pleasingly, the Australian Catholic University was one of the seven universities which made a contribution to promote this significant move to redress the ongoing loss of women’s history.  The industry partners were the National Foundation for Australian Women, the Public Record Office, Victoria, and the State Records Authority of NSW.  

    Anyone interested to get more information concerning this venture is invited to email nfaw@nfaw.org
Book Notes

Mapping the Whirled – Syncopations in the life of a woman religious, Paula Smith rsm,  Melbourne, Spectrum Publications, 2003.

    In this book, writing, reading, analysis and deconstruction create layer upon layer of new understandings … new ways of knowing … an original approach to the generation of knowledge and pursuance of the logical implications of poststructural feminist theories. (Johanna Wyn)

     This book was launched with acclaim earlier in the year by Bronwyn Davies, Professor of Education and Early Childhood Studies from the University of Western Sydney. 

(Spectrum Publications: Ph: (03) 9429 1404; Fax: (03) 9428 9407; spectrum@ spectrumpublications. com.au)

Created or Constructed – The Great Gender Debate, Elaine Storkey, Sydney, University

of New South Wales Press,  2001.

Elaine Storkey teaches Theology and Sociology at the University of London.  Storkey points out that there have been three “significant phases” which have influenced the development of feminist theory: 

 *the pre-modern, characterised by fixed order, roles and explanations reinforced by accepted traditions;

*modern, associated with the 1960s and 1970s when the consequences of biological determinism were rejected and the agenda moved to the way society was structured  and the roles that resulted;

*the post-modern of the 1990s to the present when women are encouraged to discover their own subjectivity and construct their experience into something that is appropriate for them.

    Analysing these three eras Storkey explains how the complex interactions of social, political and philosophical issues have influenced our understanding of the origins and meanings of human sexuality.

    Finally Storkey asks whether real progress has been made and proceeds to argue that the secular philosophy underlying the various phases has been left wanting.  She suggests that what is required is an alternatively, biblically based understanding that seeks to recover our true humanity without rejecting genuine insights concerning human personhood that have emerged since the 1960s

   This book in its review of previous work in the area of gender studies and in its introduction of  religion, specifically Christianity, positively into the conversation has made a helpful contribution to scholarship in this area.

Navigating New Terrain: Work and Women’s Spiritual Lives, Claire E. Wolfteich, New York, Paulist Press, 2002.

This book explores the spiritual implications of women’s increasing work-force participation from 1940 to the present.  It is a scholarly work combining historical and sociological research with theological reflection.  

     The experiences of women, the so-called “ordinary” and the high profile, are considered in this book.   Among the prominent women are social activist Dorothy Day, author Mary Gordon, and the theologian Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza.

    This book presents helpful insights concerning the contribution that women can make to leadership within the Church.  

(This Newsletter is produced by the Golding Centre Team. Please send all correspondence to Dr Sophie McGrath, Golding Centre, Australian Catholic University, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield 2135.email: s.mcgrath@mary.acu.edu.au)

Golding Centre Website

The Golding Centre website may be located through the ACU Corporate website http://www.acu.edu.au  following the prompts through the Research section.  It may be accessed directly through http://dlibrary.acu.edu.au/research/whits
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