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                                                 Editorial

The Golding Centre was delighted to respond to the request of the ACU School of Nursing to work on the Chapter on Spirituality as part of the adaptation of an American text book on nursing to Australian culture.  We saw this as an opportunity to draw upon the expertise of our adjuncts, Friends and wider network and they did not fail us.   The original text chosen for adaptation is a very impressive one.  It underlined for us the exceedingly complex nature of nursing – the challenges, the maturity demanded, the technical proficiency required.  As the authors of the original book pointed out: ‘Nursing is both an art and a science – this book is based on the philosophy that nursing is more than just procedures, and requires skill in four distinct categories: technical, cognitive, ethics/legal, and interpersonal.  Quality nursing will effectively blend all four types of skills at once, resulting in holistic, superior care.’   It was clear that for the authors of this text, respect for human dignity, the integrity of the human person and social justice necessarily inform the profession of the nurse.

 The various case studies cited through the text underlined the fact that the nurse is called upon to respond to the needs of  a person in his/her most vulnerable times.  Indeed Simone de Beauvoir observed: ‘Woman's power over man comes from the fact that she gently recalls him to a modest realisation of his true condition; it is the secret of her disillusioned, sorrowful, ironical and loving wisdom.  She heals the wounds of the males, she nurses the newborn and she lays out the dead; she knows everything about man that attacks his pride and humiliates his self-will.’  (TSS 197)  

Pleasingly more men are involved in nursing but by far the majority of nurses are still women.    It is well documented that women have always been involved in healing but the study of the history of women’s involvement in nursing and medicine, despite some notable exceptions, still stands very much in need of attention.  The contribution of women religious to the development of the nursing profession is coming to the fore and research is being done on the various groups of women religious who gave their services at the Crimean War in the 1850s and in the American Civil War in the 1860s.  There has been published the letters that passed between  Florence Nightingale and the Sister of Mercy, Mary Clare Moore from Bermondsey in London.  The latter with a cohort of Sisters had supported  Florence Nightingale at the Crimean War and Florence gratefully acknowledged their superior knowledge and experience of nursing.

 Dr Judith Godden (Sydney University) must be credited with mounting the first conference on the history of nursing in Australian in 2004.  She observed: ‘Nurses tend to be undervalued, with their history reduced to clichés about dedicated ministering angels’, and she asked questions like: ‘Can a nurse of the 1860s claim to be the professional forebear of the “femocrats” of the 1970s ?  Did fear of educated women constrain and shape nursing education in the twentieth century?’ And we could well add: ‘Since the education of nurses is so demanding and their service so vital to the Community, why are nurses still so inadequately paid?’ 

Speaking of women and healing - Dr Eleanor Warner

Margaret Fletcher, the founder of the Catholic Women’s League in England, and editor of the periodical The Crucible recorded: ‘In 1906 The Crucible had published an article by Dr Eleanor Warner, recently returned form her work in India, urging that a Catholic College for women in one of the Universities was a crying need.  Rome had not included permission for women to study at the Old Universities when granting it to men.  Dr Warner recognised that the first step was to gain this permission.  She organized meetings, delivered lectures, and finally spent several months in Rome and canvassed her cause with the utmost perseverance.  She returned triumphant’. 

      Margaret Fletcher went on to make the significant comment: ‘The Crucible published the text of the Statute, which, so far as I know, no other Catholic paper was sufficiently interested to do.’ This is a case which illustrates so well why it is vital that women record their history and in such a way that it will be incorporated into mainstream history - the men, without any particular malice ignore it, do not see it, to them it is insignificant.  The result is that all suffer.

     To finish this important story related to Catholic women’s evolution, Margaret Fletcher recorded: ‘Her (Dr Warner’s) dream of a college did not materialize, but the Order of the Holy Child, which had been waiting with impatience, immediately opened a Hostel for secular students at Oxford (1907), at the same time extending the advantage to some of the younger members of their order.’ This event highlights another significant feature of women’s history: through the dramatic evolution of the cloistered nuns of the early centuries into the simple vowed uncloistered women religious of the 19th and 20th centuries, women had proper canonical, constitutional  authority and resources to act with a certain independence to promote the welfare of women in particular and the Church and the wider community in general.  

 Margaret Fletcher also make the observation that Mary Miller, a poet from American. who had spent time in Oxford and encouraged Margaret Fuller in her work, and the British doctor Dr Eleanor Warner, who had played such a significant role in Catholic women’s history just disappeared.  Margaret said she mentioned this since she hoped some reader would be able to put her in touch with them.  It would be great if some woman historian would follow up the life of Margaret Fletcher.  
We Remember with Gratitude! 
Moya Merrick, a strong supporter of the Golding Centre from the beginning, died peacefully on 6th January this year.  Moya, born in Sydney in 1920 and educated at Loreto College Kirribilli, was a member of  the Grail Nucleus group for the best part of forty 46 years.   She met the first Grail women to come to Australia when she was in high school and continued to become more involved with the Grail Movement during her time at Sydney University when she was studying architecture.
    Apart from being heavily involved in Grail activities, Moya practiced as an architect for many years and was awarded the Sulman Prize for her design of a multi-storey building early in her career.  In her eulogy at the Requium Mass for Moya, fellow Grail Nucleus member, Alison Healey, noted: ‘Grail groups in other parts of the world as well as in Australia and a number of her friends who called on her assistance are enjoying the fruits of her artistic eye and professional precision in their chapels and meeting rooms and homes.’
    Moya rarely missed the annual Golding Centre Colloquia and her joyfulness and spirit of hope and general support of women’s endeavours and social justice causes will be greatly missed.    She was hopeful that a full in-depth study of  the Grail movement in Australia would one day be the subject of a doctoral thesis.
    Sally  Kennedy included the Grail in her thesis which focused on the nature and functioning of five lay Catholic women’s organisations in Sydney and Melbourne c.1920-1950, in the context of the images (or the myths about them) then current in the Church in Australia. (later published as Faith and Feminism).  Judith Forster sgs chose as the topic for her Honours Thesis at the Catholic Sydney Institute the life of her mother, who had been associated with the Grail Movement as a young woman and responded to their educational programmes, which enriched the faith life of young women and prepared them for leadership in the Church and society.    Mrs Forster’s in her life demonstrated initiative and leadership at both the parish and diocesan level, which owed much to the innovative educational programmes of the Grail Movement.  A more wide ranging study of the Grail Movement in Australian than Sally Kennedy was able to undertake is clearly awaiting attention.
Forthcoming Conferences

Women on the Move: Refugees, Migration,
and

Exile., University of the West of England, 
Bristol, 23 June 2007

This conference is convened by the Women’s History Network of England. The plight of refugees and the impact of migration creates much popular interest.  Yet these movements are not new and there are long, though neglected histories of voluntary migration, forced migration and exile.  Papers are welcomed on a wide range of topics related to refugees, migration or exile in any place or period.  All papers should have an historical perspective and should relate to women’s history and/or make use of gendered analysis.  For more detail contact Dr Fiona Reid: freid1@glam.ac.uk; address: University of Glamorgan, HIaSS, CF 37, Wales, CF37 IDL, phone: 01443 482815

Local Cultures/Global Church: Challenge and Mission in the History of Women Religious, University of Notre Dame, South Bend Indiana, USA, 24-27 June, 2007.

This is the seventh triennial Conference on the History of Women religious organized by the History of Women Religious Network in USA. It will be a wide ranging conference, which will focus on how communities of women religious or their individual members have responded to the challenges of interacting with peoples from different cultures and backgrounds.  It invites papers from all faith traditions. More details may be obtained from: 
https://www.marketplace.nd.edu/cce

Visual Representations of Medieval Spirituality, York Minster, 16-18 July

The aim of this interdisciplinary conference jointly hosted by the Centre for Christianity andCulture 

and York Minister, is to explore the visual 
dimensions of medieval spirituality in 
a way which will enhance both
 research and teaching across a range of disciplines. It will involve architecture, drama, literature, liturgy, manuscripts, painting, stained glass and sculpture.

Contact Dr Dee Dyas, dd11@york.ac.uk.  Postal address: Centre for Medieval Studies, King’s Manor, York YO1 7EP, Phone: 0115 9225 844

Women, Gender and Cultural Production of Knowledge, Sofia, Bulgaria, 8-12 August 2007

This is the triennial conference of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History. 

 The conveners welcome interdisciplinary contributions from fields as diverse as history, 
literary studies, cultural studies, art history, media studies, anthropology, history of philosophy and historiography.  Papers are invited which deal with historical aspects of production, signification and reception of culture from a gender perspective.  The aim is to bring together scholars at different stages of their careers from all over the world.  It is explained: 

* We are interested in cultural production that deals with the individual and collective authorship, with modes of publication (i.e. with ways that bring cultural artifacts before the public), and with the historical context of production;

* Cultural signification is important for the production and reception of artifacts.  It pays attention to the social conventions within which the artifacts are produced (literary language, styles of painting, writing, film genre, etc.);

* Cultural reception/consumption that studies how the artifact was received/read/understood by contemporaries and the meanings it provoked later under new historical circumstances.

The conveners are also particularly interested in how cultural memory operates and in the related question about the gender of that memory, and social and cultural production of women and gender in history. Interest is also expressed in the role religion/church, education and state play in the process of cultural production and consumption.

     The conference will be hosted by St Kilment Ohridski University of Sofia, the oldest and most prestigious Bulgarian university.   For detailed information see www.ifrwh-bulgaria2007.org

International Conference on Spirituality, Prague, September 21-23, 2007

This conference is organized by the Czech-Moravian Psychological Society, Institute of Psychology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic  and the Catholic Theological Faculty, Charles University.  The keynote speakers are: 

* Professor J.A. Belzen (University of Amsterdam, Netherlands): ‘Spirituality as a topic and a challenge to the psychology of religion’.

* Professor R.A.Emmons (University of California, Davis, USA): ‘Spirituality in the structure of personality and motivation’.

* Professor K.I. Pargament (Bowling Green State University, USA): ‘Spirituality as a working concept in clinical psychology’.

* Professor R.W.Hood (University of Tennessee, USA’: ‘Psychological assessment of spirituality’.
Further information about the conference is available at: Http://cmps.ecn.cz/spirituality/  or via the official conference email: spirituality.prague@gmail.com
First Danish History of Nursing Conference, Kolding, Denmark, 28-29 September, 2007

The Danish Society of Nursing History is celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2007 by organizing the First Danish History of Nursing Conference in cooperation with the Danish Museum of Nursing History. Kolding, which will also be the venue for this significant gathering.  The conference languages will be English and the Nordic languages.  Abstracts from all disciplines will be welcomed.  The keynote speakers will be: Professor Sioban Nelson, University of Toronto, Canada (formerly Melbourne University, Australia); Professor Marit Kirkevold, University of Aarhus, Denmark; Associate Professor Barbara Mann Wall, University of Pennsylvania, USA.  For further information contact the Conference Secretary: Amme Marie Overgaard, The Danish Museum of Nursing, Fjordvej 152, 6000 Kolding, Denmark. Phone:  +45 7632 7676    Email: museum@dshm.dk
LETTER FROM LONDON

APRIL 2007

The Historians of Women Religious of Britain and Ireland (H-WRBI) have had a busy few months.  The H-WRBI website, located at www.rhul.ac.uk/bedford-centre/history-women-religious/,  was launched in December 2006.  It contains the following sections:

The EVENTS section lists the conferences that are relevant to the history of women religious and directs the reader to websites with more detailed information. 
The BIBLIOGRAPHY section lists the major contributions to the historiography of women religious of Britain and Ireland from the medieval to modern period plus a small (but growing) section of books and journal articles for the historiography of women religious of other nations.

The SOURCES section includes digital images of primary sources.

The REVIEWS section contains book reviews written by list members of newly published books on the history of women religious.

The LINKS section will direct the reader to other sources on the web for the history of women religious.

The GALLERY shows digital images of items that have been contributed by members of our list.

We are always in search of items to put on our website.  If you wish to contribute any sources or gallery images, please contact Caroline Bowden and c.bowden@rhul.ac.uk.  If you wish to contribute events, items for the bibliography or new links, please contact Carmen Mangion at c.mangion@history.bbk.ac.uk.  If there is a book you’d like to review, please contact Carmen directly.  We welcome any feedback on the website.

In addition, planning for the annual conference is underway.  The programme and booking form will be completed in a few weeks time and will be found on our website.  The conference will be held in London at the Institute of Historical Research on Friday, 31 August 2007.  The general themes of the conference are exile and identity; canonical issues, constitutions and approval of congregations; and religious sisters and the provision of healthcare.

Those interested in joining our e-list contact Pascal Majerus at pascal.majerus@skynet.be.

Carmen M. Mangion

Birkbeck College, University of London

Book News

Catherine Kovesi,  Pitch your Tents on Distant Shores: A History of the  Sisters of the Good Shepherd in Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand and Tahiti,  Playwright Publishing, Caringbah NSW, 2006;  392 pages plus six appendices.

Catherine Kovesi’s story of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd is an important addition to the histories
 of women’s religious congregations.   It is a 
scholarly and extremely readable account of the origins and development of this religious institute in Australia, New Zealand and Tahiti.  Melburnians may be more aware than others of the Good Shepherd Sisters’ work with marginalised women and girls because their Australian headquarters occupied a large estate at Abbotsford in inner Melbourne, including a large laundry as well as a number of residential care establishments and schools.  This is not to imply that the book is of interest to a limited audience.   On the contrary I believe that in telling the story of the sisters of the Good Shepherd Catherine Kovesi illuminates many aspects of  historical developments in attitudes to women; societal responses to social needs; changes in mission and  methods of socially active women’s religious congregations; and  conceptualisations of the relationship between  physical and spiritual life.

       The institute of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd was founded by Sister Mary Euphrasia Pelletier in France in the 1830s, but the  story begins with the institutes’s roots in an earlier seventeenth century congregation, and extends to 2006 -  both Pelletier and the founder of the older order were canonized.  As the title indicates the history covers the extension of the institute to Aotearoa/New Zealand and Tahiti.  It does this over nine chapters, with a short chronology at the end of each chapter providing a guide to what follows, as well as serving as an easily locatable reference tool.  The appendices include excerpts from the institute’s Constitutions; hymns and prayers; notes on the habit; and lists of  Sisters professed from 1863 to 2006 .

 The strengths of  Catheine Kovesi’s work include her empathic understanding of the Sisters’ work with marginalised women and girls and her siting of it in various social contexts across place and time.   The use of  abundant photographs and extended extracts from primary sources, some external to the congregation (including poetry from the time), helps  readers share the author’s appreciation of the Sisters’ work.  An aspect I found particularly valuable was the treatment of the social environmental background of the work, including public attitudes to women and girls judged to be immoral or likely to become so; factors contributing to the women’s situations; legislation and government funding (or lack thereof).   We see clearly the way that the Sisters of the Good Shepherd responded to unmet social needs, and the various factors which shaped their responses.  This is not a hagiographical account however.   Kovesi does not shy away from discussing various controversial aspects and episodes in the Sisters’ work, including well-publicised charges that women and girls were held against their will and were treated as slave labour in the laundry, thus allowing the Sisters to undercut their commercial competitors.  

It was interesting to see some of the elements in this story which are also evident in the histories of other women’s religious institutes such as: the central role of the founding vision; the sisters’ sheer hard work, day in and day out; anti-Catholic attitudes;  visitors’ and government officials’ comments on the cheerfulness of the children and the good relationship between Sisters and residents; and the role of Church hierarchy and clergy  in facilitating and/or  constraining the congregation’s growth and development.  

 The insights Catherine Kovesi provides into the operations of an international, centrally governed socially active women’s institute over a time span of almost 170 years are instructive.  Particularly illuminating was the ‘recent history’ since the 1950s, beginning with the far-sighted reforms in the care and education of residents instigated by the Mother General in France and the changes associated with Vatican II.  The author’s account of the co-existence of new ways with older and more rigid traditions vividly depicted the dynamics of organisational change over this period.  Catherine Kovesi’s treatment of the institute’s post 2000 history is enlightening.  As she says ‘prognostication as to the future of their order and its charism is to some great extent out of their hands’ (p. 391).  She describes the steps the Sisters have taken  to safeguard the continuation of their work in the face of an ageing and declining membership, by fostering lay involvement and sharing with them  a ‘new’ expression of Good Shepherd philosophy.  In these actions we see the Sisters of the Good Shepherd doing as they have over their entire history – setting sail for unknown territory and making preparations for the work needing to be done.

Lesley Hughes, 

University of New South Wales

Insight into Celtic Christianity

Early Irish Monasticism: An Understanding of its Cultural Roots, by Dr Catherine Thom rsj was launched appropriately on the Feast Day of All Irish Saints (6 November) in the crypt of St Mary’s Cathedral.   This book is based on Dr Thom’s doctoral thesis and is applauded for its sound scholarship and readability.  The author explains that it is a response to the Gospel of Irish Monastics in the Age of the Saints was often seen as ‘extreme’ but when one understands the cultural context of these people, their living out of the gospel message is ‘consistent with their distinctive Celtic consciousness.’  The reader is invited to consider basic issues of Celtic Christianity, cultural consciousness, and the many meanings of ‘Celtic’ regarding the Church of the period as well as to recapture the notions of ascetical theology in penance and monasticism, which may have been lost, undervalued or misunderstood.

     Among other things what is little known is that  the personal penance which Catholic have experienced in recent centuries is due in large part to the practice in Irish monasticism of having an ‘anam chara’ – a soul friend- to whom one went for spiritual guidance.

    This, of course, is an expensive book but already owing to demand it is into its second printing.  Dr Thom is a lecturer at the Broken Bay Institute.  To purchase the book email her at Catherine.thom@sosj.org.au
A Lamp is Lit – History of the Poor Clares Waverley, Australia, 1883-2001, M.R.MacGinley, St Paul, Sydney, 2005.

This is a scholarly, very readable book, complete with detailed endnotes and a helpful bibliography as well as maps which assist the reader in tracing the pre-Australian history of the group of Poor Clare women religious who established their first monastery in Australia at Waverley, an eastern Sydney suburb, in 1883.  There is in this story the tension of a traditionally contemplate order adapting to the demands of being involved in the educational mission of the Church.

    The founding community to Australia came from Ireland where their own first Irish foundation was made in 1629.  These first Sisters, all young Irish women, had originally entered Mary Ward’s Poor Clare foundation in Flanders some years before they took the danger-fraught decision to return to the homeland.  Dangers indeed beset them, through which they survived until better days dawned from the early 19th century when, with Roman approbation, they took up an active teaching ministry – an involvement which led to their invitation to the Waverley Franciscan parish.  However, by the early 20th century, canonical queries were being raised as to whether they were genuinely Poor Clare nuns or an active adaptation.  The book’s final chapters trace their resolute holding onto their authentic Poor Clare identity until their current situation where, now out of their schools, they can more freely offer Clare’s charism in today’s search for spiritual moorings.
    A Lamp Lit was produced in 2005 as part of the celebration of  the 750th anniversary of the canonization of St Clare in Anagni . As the author points out: ‘St Francis and St Clare were keenly aware in their time of a new spirit abroad and the need for a new response in following their Lord Jesus, the Poor Clares stand in a similar place in a time when a review and re-setting of sight are being offered.’

Lucy Osburn, a lady displaced – Florence Nightingale’s envoy to Australia, Judith Godden, Sydney University Press, 2006

This book is based on excellent research and the contextual history is very thorough.  Lucy Osburn (1838-1891) pioneered the employment of high status professional women in public institutions.  Osburn learned her vocation at Florence Nightingale’s school of nursing in London, but her relationship with Nightingale was not the smooth discourse of ‘Victorian ladies’.

    Strong sectarianism which was a feature of New South Wales history at this time was integral to Lucy Osburn’s story in Sydney.  Osborn was strongly committed to the High Church of England tradition, which was opposed by the Evangelical tradition which was uppermost in Sydney at that time.  Godden observes of a photo of Lucy Osborn as Lady Superintendent of Nightingale nursing at Sydney Infirmary:  ‘Around her neck and showing below her lace ruffle, Osborn wears a chain with a large cross.  It looks innocuous but in the context of Protestant religious politics of the time it was a controversial statement of allegiance to the High Church faction of the Church of England (Anglican Church), that section of the church with practices and beliefs closest to the Roman Catholic Church.  Wearing such a prominent cross was a defiant statement given that Evangelical Protestants, vehemently opposed to any sign of Catholicism, were a strong faction on the Board of the Sydney Infirmary. ’   Gooden adds: ‘Nursing was amatter of particular concern, as nurses had access to dying patients and the only traind nurses in Sydney were the Catholic Sisters of Charity who had founded St Vincent’s Hospital in 1857.  Wearing such a cross was assign that Lucy Osborn had strong opinions and held, even flauntered, them in the face of opposition.’

     Judith Godden uses extensive and frank correspondence to build an intriguing picture of life for an independent middle-class woman.  Osburn’s triumphs and trials in New South Wales typify the struggles the colony faced in its relations with the Mother Country, and with the new roles in the workplace for women.  Indeed Anne Marie Rafferty of the Florence Nightingale School of Nursing and Midwifery at King’s College, London, commented of the book: ‘High politics, high drama and occasionally high jinks that make this such a riveting read.’

    Judith Godden is an historian and senior lecturer in the School of Public Health at the University of  Sydney.

Women Healing/Healing Women, The Genderisation of Healing in Early Christianity, Elaine Wainwright, Equinox, 2007. (Order on Equinox website: www.equinox.com)

The impetus for this book was the startling realization that within early Christianity, which is characterized by healing, no women are explicitly commissioned to heal.  The work begins, therefore, with a search for the women who were healers in the Graeco-Roman world of the later Hellenistic and early Roman Period, finding them honoured in inscriptions, named as medical writers, and stereotyped by playwrights and other writers.  What emerges, therefore, by the first century of the Common Era, is a world in which women functioned as healers as well as healed and that healing was a site of contestation in relation to gender.

    The interpretative lens brought to bear on the wider range of sources used in this study is a multi-dimensional one informed by feminism, post-colonialism and ecological studies.  The methodology is socio-rhetorical drawing on tools from medical anthropology.  The turning of the multi-dimensional lens of these tools on the gospels, informed by the context constructed in the first part of the study, enables new interpretations of the stories of women healing to emerge.  A woman ours out healing ointment; healed women bear on their bodies the language describing Jesus; and the stereo-typed demon-possessed women of the Lucan gospel may, indeed, behealers. 

Of  Significance

Ethics Conference

Dr Frances Baker rsm, who teaches moral theology at ACU and is an adjunct of the Golding Centre, attended in July last year the First International Crosscultural Conference  for Catholic Theological Ethicists in Padua.  The theme of the Conference was ‘Catholic Theological Ethics in the World Church’.  There were 456 participants from 68 countries including 60 women.   Continental panels from Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, and North America addressed the question ‘How can theological ethicists respond to the World’s needs?’  

Website on women and social movements

USA academics Kitty Sklar and Tom Dublin have established a website on Women and Social Movements in U.S., 1600-2000.  

    There is a USA document list addressing the question: How did Catholic women participate in the rebirth of American Feminism?  The website address: http://womhist. binghamton.edu/cathfem/doclist.htm

    The site is now an online quarterly journal and database.  It has had eight issues over two years and now includes 65 document projects with more than 1,800 documents.  About thirty historians are working on document projects that will be added on a quarterly basis.  The site also inclues 23,000 pages of books, pamphlets, and proceedings related to women’s rights and suffrage, 1839-1930, to which will be added another 5,000 pages annually.  On a quarterly basis they are also adding teaching tools and book and website reviews. 

    Co-published by Alexander Street Press and the Centre for the Historical Study of Women at SUNY Binghamton, the new site is available by library subscription at http://www.alexanderstreet6.com/wasm.  Your library can enroll in a 30 day trial subscription by contacting Alexander Street Press at http://www.alexanderstreetpress.com/request.htm.  The editorial site is freely available at http://womhist.binghamton.edu
Kitty Skiar and Tom Dublin welcome British, and no doubt Australian and New Zealand scholars, to become authors of document projects for the site. Their email addresses are: ksklar@binghamton.edu and tdublin@binghamton.edu
CAN YOU HELP?

Australian Women’s Archives Project

The Australian Women’s Archives Project (AWAP) is a joint project of the National Foundation of Australian Women and the History Department of the University of Melbourne. It is an online register of women and the organisations to which they belonged.  It seeks to remedy the gap in library and information scholarly infrastructure concerning the history of Australian women and related studies, specifically to assist and increase the preservation of Australian women’s records in existing Australian archives and libraries. It has assisted a large number of researchers who are pursuing projects on Australian women and their organizations as well as secondary teachers and students and members of the community. 

     Since its foundation in 2000 the AWAP has attracted funding from sources such as the Office of the Status of Women, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and in 2003-2004 the Australian Research Council (ARC). The ARC Linkage-Infrastructure, Equipment and Facilities (LIEF) Grant enabled the project to broaden its scope to link the NFAW community-based initiative with the concerns of the academy, listing the organisations and institutions in which Australian women participated and locating information about archival resources related to those organisations. In order to maintain its momentum the project needs the support of individuals who can provide information on particular women or organisations, including the location of relevant archives.

    See overleaf for the pro formas that are also are available on the AWAP website. The AWAP home page address is: http://www.womenaustralia.info. Follow the prompts to find the proformas. The website provides clear instructions on how to fill out the forms. 

Queries to the  AWAP Project Officer: 

Dr Nikki Henningham, History department, University of Melbourne

n.henningham@unimelb.edu.

(This Newsletter is produced by the Golding Centre.  Please address all correspondence to the editor, Dr Sophie McGrath rsm, Golding Centre, Australian Catholic University, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield, 2135. Email: s.mcgrath@mary.acu.edu.au)
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