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Editorial

Presently “War and/or Peace” are dominant in our conversations around the world. 

    It is part of women’s history that, while women united to attain the vote, they were divided over the issue of war. Vita Goldstein, the famous Australian suffrage advocate who worked tirelessly for the vote in Victoria, as a declared pacifist lost votes when she stood for the Senate in the Federal elections during World War I.  Millicent Garrett Fawcett, the leader of the suffrage movement in Britain, whom Vita actively supported, defended both the Boer War and World War 1. 

    Vita’s pacifism was shared by Virginia Woolf, that great analyst of human persons interacting in the complex matrix of life.  This passion for peace was also shared by Pope Benedict X, pope from 1914 – 1922.

   Virginia observed: “ … while men are gathering knowledge and power with ever-increasing speed, their virtues and their wisdom have not shown any notable improvement as the centuries have rolled.” 

   Benedict, who never ceased from striving for peace during World War 1, lamented: “The combatants are the greatest and wealthiest nations of the earth; what wonder then if, well provided with the most awful weapons modern military science has devised, they strive to destroy one another with refinements of horror?”  He pointed out: “Who could imagine, as we see them, filled with hatred of one another, that they are all of one common stock, all of the same nature, all members of the same human society? Who would recognise brothers, whose Father is in Heaven?”

   Virginia was of the opinion that there were three main reasons which led men to fight:  war was perceived as a profession, as a source of excitement, and as “an outlet for manly qualities without which men would deteriorate.”    She was also of the opinion that there was a relationship between the causes of war and the fear and anger that exists between the sexes.”

    Both Virginia and Benedict agreed that Christ’s 

 “Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes” contained the essential recipe for peace.  Virginia noted, however: “When I challenge professional men with the words and example of Christ they reply with some heat that Christ’s words about the Kingdom of Heaven are no longer helpful to those who have to face different facts in a different world.”

   Benedict had the audacity to point out to the warring nations that there was not one law of charity for individuals and another for states and nations.  They all must heed Jesus’ command: “But I say to you, love your enemies; do good to them that hate you; pray for those that persecute and calumniate you … ” (Matt.5:44,45)  Generally the leaders of the warring nations assessed Benedict’s efforts at peace making to be “religion’s  arrogant and unwarranted intrusion into politics.”  

    Benedict observed in 1915: “Never perhaps was there more talk about the brotherhood of man than there is to-day but in reality never was there less brotherly activity amongst men … Race hatred has reached its climax …” He was saddened by the fact that the prayer which he composed for peace was judged in some quarters as undercutting morale and on more than one of the fighting fronts its repetition was forbidden.

    Benedict advocated the formation of a League of Nations and underlined the fact that “Forgiveness and reconciliation are the essential basis of a lasting peace.” 

    Virginia noted: “A common interest unites men and women; it is one world, one life … For such will be our ruin if men, in the immensity of their public abstrations forget the private figure or if we women in the intensity of our private emotions forget the public world.”  Indeed she warned: “The common life is the real life not the little separate lives we live as individuals … the public and private worlds are inseparably connected … the tyrannies and servilities of the one are the tyrannies and servilities of the other.” 

    Indeed some women activists have long been conscious of this. The implementation of a feminist agenda in which definitions of torture and crimes against humanity now routinely encompass sexual exploitation, rape, murder, and mutilation of women has been a sea change.  Also the Women’s Caucus for Gender Justice, comprising feminists from every continent, have lobbied to make sure that the protocols for establishing the tribunals dealing with war crime prosecutions include women prosecutors and judges.

    This taking of peace producing initiatives by women was seen in Australia on 16th December 2002 when the Commission for Australian Catholic Women organised a meeting of twelve women form four national Catholic women’s groups: Catholic Women’s League (CWLA), Australian Conference of Religious Institutes (ACLRI), Women and the Australian Catholic Church(WATAC), and the Commission for Australian Catholic Women (CACW).  In this time together they were given the task to :

· name the hopes and desires which we have heard many people enunciate regarding faith and life which call us to respond more faithfully to the signs of the times and the Gospel message;

· consider how, by sharing our resources, we can help bring about some of these dreams, through fostering theological reflection, encouraging pastoral planning and facilitating ongoing dialogue

This is in the best tradition of such women peace promoters as Vida Goldstein, Virginia Woolf and such peace promoting men as Benedict XV.   

(Editor’s Note:  It is not widely known that Turkey, though a solidly Muslim country, erected a statue to commemorate Benedict’s war-time generosity to their country.  The inscription reads: “To the great Pope of the World’s Tragic Hour, Benedict XV, Benefactor of the People, Without Discrimination of Nationality or Religion, a Token of Gratitude from the Orient.”)

ANZAMEMS Conference: “Memory and Commemoration”, 5 –8th February, 2003

The fourth conference of the Australian and New

Zealand Association for Medieval and Early Modern Studies, held at the University of Melbourne attracted about 150 Australian and international delegates, for four full days of exciting papers, challenging plenary presentations and much lively debate in the cafes of nearby Lygon Street,

    The conference theme of “Memory and Commemoration” provided the focus for over 120 papers which were grouped into strands as diverse as “Travel Writing and Memory”, “Labyrinths and Space”, Medieval Women”, “Piety and Memory”, “Meditational Literature and the Body of Christ”, “Early Irish and Celtic Memory”(in which Denise Doyle presented a fascinating paper on “The Eight-Circle Cross-Carpet Page in the Book of Kells) and “Witchcraft”.  In fact, papers covered most chronological and geographical segments of the medieval and early modern spectrum and brought together scholars from many disciplines including History, Literature, Theology, the Performing Arts and Mathematics. 

    The plenary lectures reflected the variety and multidisciplinary quality of the conference overall.  Judith Richards from LaTrobe University provided an apt introduction with her lecture on “Sex, Gender and Monarchy in Early Modern England.”  Paul Strohmn of Oxford University presented “Water Flowing Underground: Fifteenth-Century Chronicles and Shakespeare’s First Tragedy” and provoked a lively question time with his opinions on representations of the sacred in secular texts.  The university of California’s Patrick Geary spoke on “Women in Origin Myths from Herodotus to the Twelfth Century” and also elicited debate with some of his iconoclastic views on history.  Dale Kent of the University of California offered a richly visual account in the final plenary, “Michele del Giogante’s House of Memory: laying the foundations of culture and identity in Renaissance Florence.”

    This conference demonstrated clearly that history is the natural meeting place of the disciplines.

C. Bendon Davis

       Forthcoming Conferences

From Here to [m] Eternity: Motherhood and the Sacred, 14th June, ACU National, St Patrick’s Campus Melbourne

This  one day conference is being organised by Dr Kim Power (ACU WHTS Research Project) and Rev. Con Apokis (Victorian Council for Christian Education.)  It will explore social and religious attitudes to Motherhood and Mothering.  Since the 19th Century, Christian writing has often adopted rather sentimental and Victorian attitudes to Motherhood that cover less positive doctrinal attitudes in traditional texts.  The 20th century saw a sea change in attitudes to maternity and it is these which will be the main focus of our conference.

    The morning sessions will first explore women’s and men’s experience of birth and parenting before seeing how that experience has been envisioned and interpreted by artists.  The afternoon will begin with a panel discussion which will deepen the participants exploration by examining the ways that our human experience is interpreted in religious and academic research and writings.  The day will conclude with a para-liturgical celebration of Mothering.  

    Speakers include Con Apokis, an Anglican priest whose doctoral work is on “The Postmodern Construction of Religion  and Spirituality – A study of men present at the birth of their children”; Anne Elvey whose doctoral work was on “Gestation of the Sacred: Ecological Feminist Readings from the Gospel of Luke”; Kim Power, a former  Fulbright Scholar, whose publications in the areas of women and the Church include Veiled Desire: Augustine on Women ; Claire Rankin, whose doctoral work was in art history which she teaches with spirituality at the Yarra Theological Union; Jennifer Sinclair who has written on mothering and is currently doing her doctoral work in spirituality and identity in Australia; Maria Spackman-Williams a theologian who found her experience of maternity was not reflected in the Church’s prayer or liturgy and has developed a liturgy which does;  Shurlee Swain, a Reader in History at ACU, and a Senior Research Fellow in University of Melbourne’s History Department.  Shurlee’s current funded research projects both relate to aspects of mothering and the maternal, one examining judicial and everyday discourses around the gendered contributions in marriage, the other a history of working mothers in Australia 1880 – 1980.

[If interested in attending, ring or email Kim Power: Ph: 03 9953 3148; k.power@patrick.acu.edu.au ] 

Re-searching Research Agendas: Women, Research and Publication in Higher Education

This conference will be held at the Curtin University of Technology, Perth, WA, 17 - 23 June  2003.  It is hoped some of our WA Friends will be free to attend this important conference.  It will provide an opportunity to assess current research on gender and academic research in the larger context of the changing patterns of women’s academic work globally.  

Australian Association for the Study of Religions, Griffith University, 4 – 6 July 2003

This conference will be held at the Multi-Faith Centre, Griffith University, Brisbane.   It will include the Charles Strong Trust Lecture; the Penny Magee Memorial Lecture; academic papers on the study of religions, including strands on teaching world religions in secondary schools and multi-faith dialogue; a post-graduate student forum; and a forum for teachers of studies in religion and religious education.

    Conference convenor: Patricia Blundell, Deputy- Director, Multi-faith Centre, Nathan Campus, Griffith University, Qld, 4111. Phone: 07 3875 7113; Fax: 07 3875 5106; email: p.blundell@mailbox.gu.edu.au

National and International Conference of the Australian Women’s Studies Association 

This conference will be held in Brisbane from 12 –16 July, 2003. The list of themes includes histories of feminism, indigenous women, work and sexual politics, Women and power, the body – questions of embodiment.   Electronic submissions for abstracts are available on the conference website: http://www.emsah.uq.edu.au/awsr.  Enquiries to: Associate Professor Carole Ferrier, Reader in English, School of English, Media and Art History, The Univeristy of Queensland, St Lucia, Q 4072. Email: c.ferrier@uq.edu.au
“Political Pressure and the Archival Record”,  An InternationL Conference – Liverpool, England, 22 – 25 July 2003

This international multidisciplinary conference will consider: the use of records as a tool of government; the destruction of records as a political act; the effects of corruption or ideology on the record; secrecy and accountability; the nature and use of records resulting from repressive policies.  Conference contact: Lucas, 9 Abercromby Square, Liverpool L 69 7 WZ. Ph: 44 (0) 151 794 2396; Fax: 44 (0) 151 794 2366; email: vry@liv.ac.uk; http://www.liv.ac.uk/lucas

Conference of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History. 11 – 14 August 2003

This conference will be held at Queens’s University Belfast, 11 – 14 August, 2003.  The all encompassing theme is “Women, Family, Private Life and Sexuality”.   Among the sub-themes which will be discussed are the impact on women’s lives of changing definitions of the family and private life; the history of women’s relationship with the family in different cultures, religious groups and countries; public and state policies on women and sexuality, private life and the family; the economic function of the family and women’s contribution to it; perception of women’s sexuality and family role in legal and religious codes and practices; and the historiographies of sexuality, private life, the family and women.

    Despite the sabre rattling around the world and the ongoing problems of Northern Ireland the response to the call for papers has been most encouraging to the organisers.  For more detail see www.historians.ie/women. 

European Network for Historical Studies in Gender and Social Work, One day Programme, 12 August, 2003, Belfast.

This one day programme is being organised as part of the International Federation for Research in Women’s History.  Among the themes for the day are: “Gender, Social Work and Religion: A critical examination of the relationship between religious discourses and social work discourses in different European countries” and “Construction of Childhood, Motherhood, Sexuality and the Family Ideal within social work across Europe – Shared concepts and contrasting Ideas.”

    Anyone wishing to join the network or make a contribution at the network conference should contact Dagmar Schulte, University of Siegen, Fachbereich 2/ Erziehungswissenchaft.

London Conference on Consecrated Women in Britain and Ireland 

Following the Brides of Christ symposium, reported on below, a second conference is being organised  on “Consecrated Women …. Toward the History of Women Religious of Britain and Ireland.”  It will be held in London, England, 11 October, 2003.   Academics, postgraduate students, teachers, archivists, and others are invited to offer short papers, group sessions with chair, or contributions to workshop on any aspect of the history of women religious of Britain and Ireland.

    Relevant submissions from all disciplines are welcomed.  Send abstracts of 250 words by Friday 28 February 2003 to Dr Caroline Bowden at bowdenc@smuc.ac.uk or Carmen Mangion at carmenmangion@freeuk.com.   (Ed: Although it is past the nominated date it is worth trying your luck if you will be in England at this time and would like to give a paper.)

The Sixth Triennial Conference of the History of Women Religious 

This conference will be hosted by the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St Scholastica at the Atchison (Kansas) Heritage Conference Centre from June 27-30, 2004.  The theme is : “Crossing Boundaries: Comparative perspectives on the History of Women Religious.”    The “boundaries”  include race, class, ethnicity and religious orders as well as geography, time, social context and academic disciplines.

    Send all proposals to Carol Coburn, HWR Program Chair, Avila University, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO 64145,  Ph. 816 501 3713; Fax. 816 501 2442.  Email: coburnck@mail.avila.edu.  For information on local arrangements contact Judith Sutera OSB. Email jsutera@mountosb.org or go to http://mountosb.org/hwr/
Recognising Spirituality: interface between faith and social work (University of Western  Australia Press, 2002) by Rae Lindsay.  This book would be especially interesting to those working in the field of social welfare.  In this well referenced publication Lindsay argues that spiritual dimensions should be considered in the relationship between the professional and the client in social work.

           Have You Met?

Regina Cameron  introduces us to two of our foremothers from the entertainment world

.

Julia Mat(t) hews

Julia Matthews was born on 14 December 1842 in London, daughter of James Matthew, sailor and artificial flower maker, and his wife Sarah, nee Irviner, Music teacher.  Julia went with her parents to Sydney, where on 28 August 1854 she made her debut at the Royal Victoria Theatre, impersonating Little Pickles in Spoiled Child.   After some training as a singer she joined a light opera company to tour the Victorian Goldfields, attracting at Beechworth the attentions of the explorer Robert O’Hara Burke.

    Julia made a most successful entrance to the Melbourne stage in a play produced by Coppin at the Olympic Theatre in 1855.   In the farce Old and Young she impersonated four characters of widely diverse temperaments: in the first affectionate and engaging; in the next boisterous; in the third a self-willed young gourmand; and an exquisitely provoking precocity in the last.  Coppin had indeed made a find!  Soon after this she played Arthur in his production of King John, interpreting a difficult part with propriety and pathos

    Julia was playing at the Princess Theatre in Melbourne in August 1860 when Burke proposed marriage to her.  She was then well known as a soprano singer “whose auburn curls and charming voice captured his heart.”   Burke was preparing to start on his disastrous expedition to cross the continent.  Julia refused him but later, on hearing that his expedition was in difficulties, she was one of the first to approach the Argus to agitate for a search party.

    In September  1863 Julia went to New Zealand. Where she married her New Zealand manager, William Mumford; they had three children.  

    In 1867 Coppin presented Julia at Sydney’s Prince of Wales Theatre under vice-regal patronage.  With her parents and family she left for England and won distinction as the first Australian-trained singer to appear at Covent Garden Opera House.  Australian papers reported high tribute from the London press.

 It was said that the only value that Mumford placed

placed on his wife was as “a machine for grinding out golden sovereigns for him to waster in drink and debauchery.”  She bore with his failings until the situation was such that she felt constrained in 1870 to obtain a judicial separation. 

    At this stage in her life Julia became a devout Catholic.  At St Louis, Missouri she contracted a malarial disease and died in 1876 in her early thirties.

    We owe this vignette of Julia to the diligent research of Jean Gittens, who prepared her entry for the Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB).
Maggie Oliver

Maggie Oliver was born in 1844 in Sydney, the daughter of Michael Walsh, blacksmith, and his wife Catherine, nee Fitzgerald, and baptised a Catholic.  In 1862 as Maggie Oliver she joined the Redfern Dramatic Society in Sydney.  

    Maggie soon turned professional and joined a company touring the goldfields and country towns.  In 1866 she was engaged as principal comedienne by the Princess Theatres of Forbes and Grenfell.  In 1868 she was performing at the Royal Victoria Theatre, Sydney, where the stage manager, John Bennett, described her as “a really good girl and a capital actress”.  Critics pointed to her ability to breathe life into even the most wooden of farcical parts.  By 1869 she was well established as a character actress. 

    In the legitimate theatre world dominated by visiting stars acting in Shakespearian tragedies, a native Australian Actress with Maggie’s special talent had little scope so she joined in Sydney the Theatre Royal Adelphi which concentrated on contemporary “sensation dramas”.  During the 1870s she played extensively in Queensland though most of her work was in Sydney, where she consistently received  positive reviews.  Less was then said of her skill than of her “kindness and goodness in private life.”

    In 1869 Maggie had married a banker, John Edward King, in the Scots Church with John Dunmore Lang as the celebrant.  It was not a happy alliance and the couple later divorced.  An old theatre critic in 1908 commented: “It was her ill-fortune to marry, and ill-mated, she was hurried to an early grave.”  Maggie won little notice when she died in 1892 in Sydney Hospital at the age of forty-eight.  She was buried in the Catholic section of Waverley cemetery and became one of our  forgotten foremothers until celebrated by Helen M. van der Poorten in the Australian Dictionary of Biography.

    Despite the matter of factness of these accounts of Julia and Maggie they indicate the courage and rich humanity of the short lives of these talented women.  

R. Cameron 

Letter from London

( It is regrettable that we do not have space to publish in full the most interesting account which Carmen and Caroline sent us of their symposium.  Instead we are giving the space to the advertising the Brides of Christ online discussion group which was an outcome of the symposium. Ed.) 

On the 12th October 2002 fifty-five delegates from international academic and religious communities converged upon Strawberry Hill, London, for a one-day symposium exploring the history of women religious in Britain and Ireland.  This interdisciplinary forum brought together scholars whose papers illustrated the depth and breadth of women’s religious life from the medieval to the modern period.

    The keynote speaker was Dr Nicky Hallett of the University of Kent, who challenged the participants to explore notions of representations in her paper “lives on the Edge”, touching nuns from the medieval to the early modern period.  Her research into the life-writing of seventeenth and eighteenth-century Carmelites revealed much about the ways in which these women formulated and affirmed ideas about community and faith in a period of on-going devotional change and reform.

    The symposium was a very fruitful one, challenging assumptions and laying the basis for future meetings and networks

(Caroline Bowden and Carmen Mangion).

Brides of Christ  Online Discussion Group 

Following the above conference there was set up an online discussion group concerning the history of women religious for those involved in or interested in this field of research.  It is designed to provide the opportunity for sharing information with others; stimulating academic discussion; keeping up to date with current research etc

    Ruth Manning from Oxford University  is serving as the list monitor.  In order to join you need to register your e-mail address and password with the list at: 

http://www.jiscmai.ac.uk/lists?BRIDES-OF-CHRIST.html.  Ruth’s e-mail is: ruth.manning@univ.ox.ac.uk
A Dynamic of Hope: Institutes of Women Religious in Australia, by M.R.MacGinley, has been attractively reprinted (November  2002) by Crossing Press in response to a continuing demand.  This in-depth study traces the history of Catholic religious institutes in Australia, situating them in their founding circumstances and tracing adaptations made in their Australian Experience.  Shaping factors such as cultural contexts, developing canonical legislation for religious institutes, and the broadening opportunity over time for women to enter the public domain in pursuit of their works of education and social alleviation, provide continuing strands as individual histories of institutes are traced. There are extensive referencing and a comprehensive bibliography.  Length viii + 439pp. Obtainable from Crossing Press, PO Box 1137, Darlinghurst NSW 1300; email: sales@crossingpress.com.au
The Transformimg Power of Nuns: Women, Religion, and Cultural Change in Ireland, 1759 – 1900 (New York: Oxford Univeristy Press,1998) by Mary Peckham Magray. 

This publication is the result of intensive research over a number of years and challenges some widely accepted generalisations.  She clearly demonstrates that the founders of women’s religious institutes in Ireland and the immediate successors who carried their work forward were independent innovative women.  These women were as actively agents of change in 19th century Ireland as their leading clerical counterparts and effected a transformation of Irish Catholicism which could not have been realised without the extensive groundwork they laid and on which they continued to build. As Magray also indicates, this earlier 19th century initiative and enterprise became “institutionalised” as initial objectives were largely realised. This book is an essential contribution to the study of women religious in modern times.       R.MacGinley

(This Newsletter is produced by the Central Project Team.  Please send all correspondence to Dr Sophie McGrath, Australian Catholic University, Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield, NSW, 2135.   s.mcgrath@mary.acu.edu.au)
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